Psychiatry Program, Queen Elizabeth Hospital and Toronto Hospital, University ofToronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. care" as she has done in her landmark work, The Loss of Self. Dr. Sadavoy then identifies the affected individuals internal'psychological changes, which include alterations in the self and perception. His article illustrates the sensitivity required by caregivers to the "nuance, timing and interplay of the components of the patient's inner world." Dr. Flint's lucid review ofthree aspects of the patient's subjective experience -delusions, hallucinations and depression-is presented from the biological perspective, and offers approaches to treatment, and directions for further research. Dr. Disman draws attention to the current dearth of information on socio-cultural variations in the subjective experience of Alzheimer's disease, while introducing links between sociopsychological factors and health -emphasizing the potential neurological vulnerability to stresses of aging which are compounded by the experience of immigration and aging in an acquired culture. She also indicates areas for further research, in order to inform professional caregivers about socio-cultural variations to be taken into account when developing interventions.
Dr. Shorter's article provides perspectives of the subjective experience of dementia over the past 120 years, combined with Dr. Shorter's evaluation of the doctors' accounts of psychological symptoms, in the absence of available testimony by patients and their families. Dr. Shorter suggests that the possible rise in anxiety associated with Alzheimer's disease over the past few decades may be ascribed to the current tendency to institutionalize patients and to the high value which society now places upon intellectual performance. Finally, Ms. Dastoor reviews five contemporary films dealing with Alzheimer's disease as experienced by the patient and caregiver. Collectively, the films illustrate the moral and ethical issues with which caregivers grapple; the films also provide a support to patients and their families "by presenting society with a more accurate portrayal of this illness."
The theme ofthis year's symposium was developed from a concern that while acceptance of the impact of Alzheimer's disease on society and acknowledgement of the burden on caregivers may be increasing, the concomitant impact upon the individual is not as well recognized. 
